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Tēnā koutou, Tēnā koutou, Tēnā koutou katoa - Greetings to you all
The Trust has now been operating for just over a
year and much has been accomplished during that
time.
One thing that we are very supportive of, is the
formation of the Tenant Advisory Group (TAG). This
group is still in its infancy but with each newsletter
there will be an update from the TAG to keep you
informed of what they are working on.
A huge thank you to you all for responding to the
annual survey. We have had a great response rate
with 43% of surveys sent back to us, which is a very
good response rate. So, thank you very much to
those who put the effort in. Your responses are now
being collated and we will share this with you in the
coming months.
The warmer, summer weather is now upon us and
we hope you have made good use of the 6000
tomato plants delivered to you all last month.
The Gardens Awards will be coming up and judging
of gardens will take place in late January/early
February. Look inside for more details and good
luck to all the keen gardeners out there!
A photo competition is also being organised, look
inside to find out more.
Christmas and the holiday season can be a difficult
time for many. Please remember to share a smile
and help where you can – it can make the world of
difference to someone.
From all of us here at OCHT we wish you all
the best and look forward to seeing you again
in the new year.

Merry Christmas

From the Tenant Advisory Group (TAG)
To date there have been 4 meetings involving
residents from a number of OCHT complexes.
The first meeting was held in August and the
primary objective of this meeting was to provide a
platform for the OCHT team to meet with and
present their thoughts on the future roll of what
was to become known as the Tenants Advisory
Group (TAG).
The second meeting in September was more
formal with the election of a chairperson (myself)
2 deputy chairpersons (Sheryl Counsell from
Wycola Courts and Robert Tait of Mary McLean
Place), with Robert Tait also being elected as
secretary. The balance of the meeting consisted
mainly of informal discussion on how we can
effectively fulfill our roll.
The October meeting provided a valuable insight
into the workings of a similar organization in
Wellington. We had Louise Morley a tenant
volunteer and Corrina McGregor from the
Wellington City Council provide a presentation on
their organization; this was followed by a valuable
question and answer time.
The November meeting had a very full agenda
which included a presentation from Stephen
Palfrey at OCHT and Project Manager Judith
Jehru on a new housing development to be built
next year at Charles street in Waltham. We also
met Alex Skinner and Pam Sharpe, Chair and
Deputy Chair of the Trust who wish to keep a
regular connection with the TAG.
The TAG will develop a survey on some matters
raised that we would like to hear your thoughts
on. I will be working on this with TAG and OCHT
in the new year. 2 new members have been
nominated and accepted into the TAG. Our next
meeting will be at the end of January 2018.
Jim McMillan (Chairperson)

Mere kirihimete

WIDER COMMUNITY EVENTS
The NZ Census is happening next year on 6th March
2018.
This is the official count of how many people and
dwellings there are in New Zealand.
Information from the census helps determine how billions
of dollars of government funding is spent in the
community. It is used to help make decisions about which
services are needed and where they should be, such as
hospitals, kōhanga reo, schools, roads, public transport,
and recreational facilities. Census information is used by
councils, community groups, iwi, and businesses to plan
for the future. The next census will be different. Before
census day, most households will be sent a letter with a
unique access code, so that they can respond online.
Paper forms will still be available for those who prefer
them.
OCHT will be organising free information sessions for you
to attend with members of Census NZ who will give you
more information and explain what is required etc. We
will let you know about these nearer the time.
Neighbours Day Aotearoa 2018
Join in NZ's biggest celebration of neighbourliness on 2425 March 2018. This is an opportunity to get to know your
neighbours and have some fun celebrations. OCHT and
the TAG will be working together on what opportunities we
can create in some of our housing complexes to celebrate
neighbourliness. More info to follow in the new year but
check out the official website, http://neighboursday.org.nz/
If you are interested in partaking at your complex, contact
Jane Denton at OCHT on 0800 624456.

Matt and John at the Bryndwr Courts Housie afternoon.

ACTIVITIES ORGANISED BY TENANTS
ALL WELCOME!
•

Housie at Bryndwr Courts Lounge, 26 Lees
Road. Fortnightly Mondays, 1.00 pm. Starting
up again from 22nd January $2.00 for
afternoon tea, raffles available.

•

Housie at Fletcher Place, off Bowen Street,
Upper Riccarton. Weekly Thursdays, 1.00 pm
$2.00 for afternoon tea, raffles available.

•

Housie at Maurice Carter Courts, 16 Dundee
Place, Spreydon. Weekly Tuesdays $2.00 for
afternoon tea, 1.30 pm, raffles available.

•

Social afternoon at Biddick Courts, 14
Claydon Place, off Gayhurst Road,
Dallington, Tuesdays, fortnightly from 19th
December, 1.30 pm.

More events have started and will be added in the next
Newsletter. Let us know if you have an event to add.
Please contact Rick Fraser, Community Development
Coordinator for more details. Phone 0800 624 456

Residents of Bryndwr Courts and visitors from other
housing complexes enjoying a shared lunch and housie
afternoon in November.

WHAT’S HAPPENING OUT THERE?
Noticeboards
Only 18 of our complexes have community lounges so
many of you do not do not have a central place to meet.
The MenzShed have kindly donated 6 community
noticeboards which they have made especially for you.
The complexes were chosen by size and greatest need
and they will receive these in the new year.
o
o
o
o
o
o

Airedale Courts, Central City
Norman Kirk Courts, Sydenham
Haast Courts, Linwood
Weaver Courts, Sockburn
Bridgewater Courts, Brighton
Mary McLean Courts, Hillsborough

SURVEY WINNERS
10 lucky people each won a $100 Pak’N’Save voucher
just for completing their survey and getting this back to us
so quickly. Winners were from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Innes Courts, Mairehau
Biddick Courts, Dallington
Haast Courts, Linwood
Norman Kirk Courts, Sydenham
Hornby Courts, Hornby
Sparks Rd, Somerfield
Pickering Courts, St Albans
Bryndwr Courts, Bryndwr
Maurice Carter Courts, Spreydon
Guthrey Courts, Phillipstown
Congratulations to you all!

PHOTO COMPETITION
We know many of you have skills and talents we know
nothing about and taking a good photo is one of them.
The theme is “Summer”. Show us through images what
summer means to you.

GARDEN AWARDS
From Tuesday 30th January to Friday 2nd February 2018
David Moyle from the Christchurch Beautifying Association
will be accompanied by OCHT employees to judge
gardens from all the complexes. There is no need to enter,
as all gardens will be viewed and award ceremony
invitations sent out to successful gardeners.
There will be certificates awarded to gardens that reach a
high standard, plus, exceptional gardens will be awarded
for highly commended, third place, second place and a
Grand Champion trophy winner. Also, each tenancy
manager will choose one most improved garden for their
area earning the recipients a certificate. The top three
complexes will also receive an award.
Judging will take a close look at front and rear of the
gardens and look for good healthy growth, tidy
presentation, very little weeds, good colour and/or a wealth
of healthy vegetables.

TOMATO PLANT MISSION COMPLETED!

The mission was to deliver over 6000 tomato plants to 104
complexes on 2 days by 6 OCHT staff in November. The
plants were grown by inmates at Rolleston Prison
(Photo right): Tenancy Managers Royce and Sharalynne
helping with deliveries.

You can email or text your snaps to us at
admin@ocht.org.nz OCHT Board members will choose
the winners at their meeting in February and we will
advise of winners in the following newsletter.

USEFUL CONTACTS IN COMMUNITY
Christmas can be a hard time for many, both financially
and emotionally. Here’s list of organisations who may be
able to assist during this time.

CIVIL DEFENCE INFO SESSIONS
Emergencies can happen at any time, anywhere and
often without warning. When an emergency does
happen, Civil Defence and emergency services will be
busy helping the people who need them most.
It’s up to you to make sure you have a plan to get through
an emergency.
Starting early 2018, OCHT will be holding info sessions at
various complexes with Civil Defence representatives to
help you make your plan to get through an emergency.
We urge you to attend these sessions as the information
will be useful and important. We will advise you when
dates and locations have been confirmed.
Check out the official website, www.happens.nz if you
want to find out more. www.getthru.govt.nz site tells you
about the types of hazards that could cause emergencies
where you live and the right action to take.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY OPERATING HOURS
FOR OCHT
The OCHT office will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing
Day, New Year’s Day and 2nd January.
Otherwise the office will be open usual business hours
Mon-Fri 8.30am – 5.00pm.
The afterhours call centre will be available outside of
office hours for emergencies only.
If you are going away, please consider the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Have someone collect your mail
Let someone know you are away and when you
are due back
Let your tenancy manager know if you are away
for an extended period
Check your tenancy manager has your most
recent contact details
Check you have turned off lights and water taps

Delta Community Trust (03) 389 0212
105 North Avon Rd.
Community meals, food bank, budget advice,
personal support, empowerment course, community
garden
Christchurch City Mission (03) 365 0635
275 Hereford Street
Food parcels, emergency accommodation, social
services and support, counselling
Salvation Army (03) 366 0740
853 Colombo Street.
Various Family stores located around the city.
Helps with food, furniture, clothing, emergency
housing, budgeting and other support services.
St Vincent de Paul (03) 389 7484
265 Stanmore Rd, Richmond
Helps with food, furniture, clothing, emergency
housing, budgeting and other support services.
Lifeline Christchurch 0800 543 354
counselling and advice 24/7
0800 HUNGRY (0800 486 479) food assistance
Linwood Community Link (WINZ) 0800 543 354
154 Aldwins Road, Linwood
Helps with all welfare assistance, bedding, clothing,
grants
Tenants Protection Association (TPA)
(03) 379 2297
Offers support and advice on tenancy matters
Christchurch City Council (03) 941 8999
Emergency services 111

OCHT 0800 624456
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